
Governments have the right to kill 

By: Shiva Mahbobi, translated from Persian into 
English by Saeed Parto

In August 2013, the head of the Texas prosecution 
office declared that they are in shortage of 
pentobarbital, a drug used to execute convicted 
prisoners who have received the death penalty. This 
strong drug is used as an anesthetic in animals, and 
Texas is the first state that has used it to execute 
prisoners. Texas has the highest rate of capital 
punishments in the US and since 1982 has 
executed 500 convicted prisoners.

The first time this drug was used was in 2001 and 
was used to execute a 58 years old man who was 
convicted of killing his cellmate. The news of this 
execution was published in many newspapers, 
some reputable such as Guardian in the UK. The 
news stated 'Douglas Fieldman was executed in 
Texas for killing two passer-by while driving over 
speed limit.' 

The article explained how different states use 
different anesthetic drug in their executions, which 
states have shortage of this drug and which 
anesthetics are cheaper and more effective. 
Generally, the way newspapers report these kind of 
news is as if this is another ordinary story amongst 
others and it happens every day. They desensitize 
their readers toward death and executions. Perhaps 
a reader is having breakfast while reading this 
news, read other news and then go about his/her 
daily routines. The reader is not supposed to have 
any feelings for Douglas Fieldman nor question his 
execution because it is up to the state to decide to 
execute convicts. 
Let’s imagine instead of the above news, a serial 
killer, still not caught writes an article in one of the 

      October 2013

mainstream newspapers such as the Guardian. Let’s 
imagine that in the news, the killer discloses the 
names of the people he has killed and even describes 
how they were killed. Imagine the writer starts 
analysing the weapons used in these killings, explains 
how expensive they were and talks about the need for 
finding new and cheaper ways to kill others and at the 
end explains how this issue can be resolved. How do 
you think that same reader, who reads the news in the 
Guardian about executions in Texas without any 
serious reaction, would react to the article written by 
the  serial killer? Do you think he would still react 
indifferently to this too? Or would he immediately 
make a complaint and be fearful of leaving his house? 
Do you think a serial killer would even dare to send 
such an article to a newspaper? Wouldn't the police 
and security services do everything in their power to 
arrest the killer and put him behind bars? 

In a real world such a serial killer, rightly so, should not 
be able to proudly describe his killings and brag about 
finding a cheaper way to carry out his crimes. This 
does not mean that it should be done by the states 
either. But the reality is different and it seems that the 
state executioners have reserved themselves the right 
to kill and to brag about their killings in public.

Mansour Hekmat, the great contemporary Marxist 
thinker, stated “Capital punishment is the state's 
terminology for murder. Individuals murder each other, 
but states sentence indiv iduals to 'capita l 
punishment.’ Capital punishment is the most 
deplorable and appalling form of intentional murder 
since a political authority, publicly, with prior notice, on 
behalf of society, with the utmost legitimacy and 
ruthlessness, decides to murder someone, and 
announces the date and time of the event. “

In a world where the law is governed by the values of 
humanity, Douglas Fieldman would have been put 
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under psychiatric assessments and treatment, but it 
seems that this would have been an expensive 
option for the Texas state and not as feasible as 
execution. Psychiatric treatment also would have 
raised Fieldman's developmental issue, poverty and 
lack of education, all of which would point to the 
state and other governmental institutions as the 
culprit. No one is born a murderer and everyone 
deserves a fair chance to live a healthy life in 
freedom.

Take a look at the picture.

 

My heart sinks, and I feel numb every time I look at 
it. A clean and orderly room, a bed with clean 
sheets and a pillow. A bed is usually for rest and 
sleep, but this is a deathbed. Prison guards tie the 
hands and feet of a prisoner to the bed and attach 
the souring with contains drugs to prisoner's body 
and prepare the person for death. All these 
procedures happen with an utmost calmness, and 
then the guards move outside and are meant to 
continue with their everyday life. 

The audience who have been invited to watch look 
at the "Gallery', as they call the execution room, 
and wait until the tormented prisoner is killed. The 
Texan state and its judiciary system call Douglas 
Fieldman a murderer, but call themselves enforcers 
of the law. You be the judge.

Penal code of the Islamic Republic of Iran

By: Shadi Paveh

The Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) currently ranks 
second for number of executions, after China, and 
first for per capita executions in the world. This is 

mostly attributed to the implementation of strict 
Islamic (Sharia) law after the 1979 Islamic Revolution 
which replaced each and every previous statute. The 
Islamic Criminal Code which is the main criminal 
statute in the IRI is mostly based on Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s book of Islamic jurisprudence, Tahrir al-
Wasileh, which further illustrates and defines Sharia 
law. As a result there exists at least 131 capital 
offenses for which the death penalty is applicable; the 
majority of which are non-lethal acts and should not 
be criminalized according to international human 
rights standards.  

There are three classes of capital crimes under Sharia: 
Qisas, Haddad, and Ta’zirat.

Qisas, meaning “retaliation” is described in the statute 
as “punishment equivalent to the crime” and usually 
refers to murder or intentional killings, although the 
meaning of intentional killing carries a very different 
meaning than that understood internationally. Under 
Islamic Law there is little differentiation between 
premeditated, intentional murder and other types of 
killings. In the Qisas, murder laws the briefest 
momentary intent on the part of the perpetrator is 
sufficient enough to establish intent. Self defense or 
insanity are not usually recognized in Islamic courts 
and as such if a person has been killed by lethal force 
with use of an object deemed lethal, the killer is 
automatically guilty of homicide. In many cases young 
women who have killed their rapist or assailant during 
the assault have been executed.   Under Qisas, the 
victim’s family has a legal right to retaliation. The 
family can demand the execution of the perpetrator or 
forgo the death penalty and ask for “blood money “or 
Diyeh as a form of compensation. Interestingly, 
according to Article 300 of Iran’s penal code, the Diyeh 
for the death of a Muslim woman, whether intentional 
or accidental (e.x. car accidents), is half of that for the 
death of a Muslim man. Furthermore, in the court of 
law the testimony of one man equals to the testimony 
of two women. Presently in Iran majority of murder 
cases are considered intentional killings with no regard 
given whatsoever to the circumstances or the age of 
the perpetrator and carry a mandatory death 
sentence. Iran’s courts have a 98% conviction rate.
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Haddad capital crimes consist of three categories: 
sex crimes, crimes against the state and/or religion 
and recidivism (relapse into criminal behavior). The 
sex crimes include rape, adultery, sex with relatives, 
male homosexual sex, prostitution, intercourse 
between a Muslim man and non-Muslim woman 
and sex with minors. The punishment for adultery is 
stoning whether the accused is male or female. The 
unmarried party usually receives 100 lashes while 
the married party is stoned regardless of their 
spouse’s wishes. Crimes against the state and 
religion are self explanatory. Anyone who opposes 
the regime or insults Islam is considered “enemy of 
God” or  guilty of “corruption on Earth” and is given 
a death sentence. Political prisoners fall under this 
category. Tens of thousands have been executed 
under this charge since 1979. 
Lastly, recidivism, the last  category under Haddad 
is for those who have committed non-capital 
offenses four times and on the fourth conviction the 
death penalty is mandatory. These include drinking 
alcohol, female homosexual act, theft, apostasy, 
necrophilia and bestiality. All Haddad crimes are 
“crimes against God” and thus do not need a 
complainant. It must be noted that before the fourth 
relapse, the perpetrators are usually given 100 
lashes or prison sentences. For first time theft, four 
fingers are amputated, the second time the right 
hand and the third time the left foot is taken. Most 
floggings and amputations are carried out in public 
squares.  

Ta’zirat punishments are not defined under Sharia 
and are left up to the discretion of the Judge. It is 
generally agreed by Islamic Jurists that Ta’ziat 
carries a lesser punishment than Haddad and 
Iranian law describes these as imprisonment, 
lashes and/or fines. Yet the death penalty is applied 
to many offenses under this category as the Iranian 
system sees the Ta’zirat offenders equal to 
“enemies of God” and “corruption on Earth”. These 
offenses span a rather wide range, anything from 
attempts to assassinate the Leader to economic 
crimes such as counterfeiting currency; morality 
crimes such as distribution of pornography, narcotic 
use/possession and distribution and crimes 
committed by the members of the armed forces are 

all included under Ta’zirat. However, the majority of 
death sentences handed down under Ta’zirat fall under 
the Anti-Narcotic Drug laws imposed in 1997. Death 
sentences are not only given to those accused of 
trafficking, cultivating, manufacturing, importing or 
exporting drugs;   being in possession of a small 
amount of a particular drug can carry the death 
penalty under Iranian Law.

In a time where the world is trying to halt the death 
penalty in many countries, Iran has stepped up its 
executions. The actual number of executions is a state 
secret and the authorities permit only a proportion of 
death sentences and executions to be reported to the 
public. Yet, even with the small numbers of cases the 
Iranian regime make public, Iran executes more of its 
citizens per capita than any other country in the world 
and remains one of few countries that has executed 
juveniles as young as 12 by firing squad. 

Today, Iran claims they no longer execute juveniles 
which is due to the fact that the minor in question is 
kept in prison until he reaches the age of majority at 
which time he/she can be executed as an adult away 
from the eyes of the world.   Furthermore, Iran 
continues to carry out large number of hangings in 
public where children as young as three have been 
seen among the crowd of onlookers. It is also worth 
emphasizing that the accused are rarely granted the 
right to a lawyer in trials that last only minutes in 
absence of a jury or evidence; making each and every 
sentence handed down by the Islamic Republic illegal 
under international law. 

For the full Islamic Penal Code of Iran please visit: 
http://www.iranhrdc.org/english/human-rights-
documents/iranian-codes/3200-islamic-penal-code-
of-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-book-one-and-book-
two.html#.UjzFA9KOT5t

More on executions: http://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/
Rapport_Iran_final.pdf 

Documentation of Iran’s human rights violations 
https://www.iranrights.org/
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Current cases of political prisoners

By: Andrew Wallis

Zanya and Logham Moradi were brutally tortured 
for months by the agents of Iran’s Ministry of 
Intelligence and Security in order to force a 
confession from them. They were accused of being 
members of the Kurdish Kemala party, a Kurdish 
communist party, which like most non Muslim 
parties is banned. They were also accused of being 
involved in the murder of the son of a cleric, an 
allegation which they both deny. They have been 
condemned to be publicly hanged for this.
When Zanya’s parents wanted to visit him in prison, 
in particular to take him some warm clothes 
because winter was imminent, permission to do so 
was refused. They were told that there was no need 
for this, because his execution was impending.

B a h m a n S h i r k o o 
Moarafi is a Kurdish 
political prisoner. He 
was living in Iraq and 
upon returning to Iran 
in October 2008 he 
w a s a r r e s t e d 
s t r a i g h t a w a y. H i s 
alleged crime was to 
h a v e t i e s w i t h a 
Kurdish opposit ion 

group. He was held in 
the Ministry of Intelligence detention centre and 
denied access to his family. At his trial he was 
sentenced to death. His mother denies that he has 
taken part in the armed struggle. It is hard to 
believe that if he had been involved with the 
opposition group, he would have returned to Iran, 
knowing the risks. Residents of his village provided 

a signed witness statement claiming his innocence. 
This statement was used as evidence at his trial but to 
no avail.

These  prisoners are still alive as far as is known but 
remain under constant danger of imminent death by 
execution.

Be the voice of the voiceless

Want to help but don’t have the time?
Do you have time for a click?
Then make sure to sign our Avaaz petition

Can you help us spread the word?
We can come to your organisation/work/event to give 
a talk about the current situation in Iran and what  
CFPPI is doing to help political prisoners in Iran. 
Contact us to find out more.

Email: freepoliticalprisoners@gmail.com
Mob: +44 (0) 757 235 6661

Upcoming events
20 June 2014 - International Day in Support of Political 
Prisoners in Iran. Read more about it here
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