
CFPPI            
www.iranpoliticalprisoners.com 
Join us on Facebook 
Follow us on Twitter 

 

September 2013 

 

By: Shiva Mahbobi  

25 years ago around this time, the most 

horrific crime was committed by the Islamic 

regime in Iran and thousands of political 

prisoners were executed during the month of 

July. The massacre went on in several prisons 

around the counry but Evin and Gohardasht 

prisons particularly witnessed massacre in a 

much bigger scale.  

Reza Gafari, a survivor of the massacre, 

in his book A State of Fear describes “around 

the first week of July in 1988 in Evin , as in 

Gohardasht, the television was taken away. 

Those newspapers approved for the prisoners 

were stopped, all visits to the infirmary were 

cancelled and any official calling of prisoners 

ceased. All visits by relatives, usually 

fortnightly, were cancelled. In fact, all the 

blocks were put on a ‘quarantine footing’. No 

one could enter. No one could leave.” Prisoners 

did not know what was happening and what was 

awaiting them. 

Late in July 1988, Khomeini had to 

reluctantly accept the UN ceasefire to end 

the war with Iraq. Regime was well aware of the 

fact that when war is finished they will face 

mass protests by people who have suffered eight 

years during the war and were being forced by 

the regime to sacrifice thousands of lives and 

bear economic meltdown. Regime could no 

longer use the excuse of war to legitimize the 

unbearable social and economic living condition 

of millions of people, and it was in danger of 

facing mass unrests.  

The massacre of political prisoners in 

1988 was deliberately planned to remove the 

potential political opposition, terrorize general 

public and prevent further protests and unrests in 

Iran. They started executing thousands of 

political prisoners including those who served 

their sentences but refused to comply with the 

Islamic regime. 

 

 

 

 

In the summer of 1988, when the 

massacre started, every day prisoners were taken 

to the “Death Committees” which were 

established in each prison and were consist of 3 

or 4 of the most notorious prison and intelligent 

service officials. Prisoners were kept in an brutal 

conditions, tortured and then were put on 1-2 

minutes military style “trial“ without being able 

to defend themselves. Meanwhile, all 

communications to and from prison, including 

visit from families, were halt. Geoffrey 

Robertson QC and human rights barrister 

describes this massacre in his report, the 

massacre of 1988 as: “Thousands of prisoners 

were blindfolded and paraded before the death 

committee which directed them to a conga line 

leading straight to the gallows. They were hung 

from cranes, four at a time, or in group of six 

from ropes hanging from the stage of the prison 

assembly hall. Their bodies were doused with 

disinfectant, packed in refrigerates trucks and 

buried by night in mass graves the locations of 

which were (and still are) withheld from their 

families”. 
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The families of prisoners were not told 

where their loved one was buried; they were 

even banned from mourning for their loved 

ones.  Many executed prisoners were buried in 

mass graves in one part of Khavaran 

Cemetery which is called "The Place of the 

Damned" by the Islamic regime.  

25 years have been passed and the 

families of executed political prisoners still do 

not know where their loved one are buried. 

Every year, families attend Khavaran Cemetery 

to commemorate their executed children, even 

though these gatherings are not tolerated by the 

regime and they are often attacked by 

revolutionary guards. 

 

            The leaders of the Islamic regime who 

ordered the executions of thousands of political 

activists in 1988, such as Mir Hossein Mousavi, 

who was the Prime Minster at the time, are still 

free and have not faced any trial for their crime. 

Mousavi, who called himself a so-called 

reformist in 2009, has never explained or talked 

about his role and responsibilities of 1988 

massacre. He has shown absolutely no regrets 

for the crime he committed while in power in the 

summer of 1988. Around 5000 political prisoner 

were tortured and executed in a period of month 

in 1988. 

 

Be the voice of the voiceless 

 

Want to help but don’t have the time? 

Do you have time for a click? 

Then make sure to sign our Avaaz petition. 

 

Can you help us spread the word? 

We can come to your organisation/work/event to 

give a talk about the current situation in Iran and 

what CFPPI is doing to help political prisoners 

in Iran. Contact us to find out more. 

 

Email: freepoliticalprisoners@gmail.com 

Mob: +44 (0) 757 235 6661 

 

 

An eye witness account on 1988 massacre: 

 Amnesty International describes how 

one woman “dug up the corpse of an executed 

man with her bare hands” as she searched for 

her husband’s body in Khavaran Cemetery in 

Tehran. She said “group of bodies, some 

clothed, some in shrouds, had been buried in 

unmarked shallow graves in the section of the 

cemetery reserved for leftist political prisoners. 

The stench of the corpses was appalling but 

started digging with my hands because it was 

important for me and my two little children that 

I locate my husband’s grave”. Amnesty reported 

that “She unearthed a body with its face covered 

in blood but when she cleaned it off she saw it 

was not her husband. Other relatives visiting the 

graveyard discerned her husband’s grave some 

days later”. The massacre of  political prisoners 

in Iran1988 

 

Hamid Montazeri, 

36, killed in 1988 

He was arrested in 

July 1986 along with 

his pregnant wife. He 

had two children and 

his son was born 

while Hamid was in 

prison. Hamid was a 

member of The 

Fadaiyan Khalq 

Organization. While 

in prison he was brutally tortured and then 

executed. He was also a student activist and a 

political prisoner in Shah’s regime and was 

released in the revolution of 1979. After his 

execution, his family members went to 

Khavaran Cemetery to find his body. Families 

who had gone to the cemetery earlier had 

unearthed some bodies and informed Hamid’s 

family of descriptions of one body that 

according to his wife matched Mr. Montazeri’s 

features.   
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Foruzan Abdi 

Pirbazari, killed in 

1988 

Ms Pirbazari was the 

captain of the 

Women’s National 

Volleyball team and a 

MKO sympathizer. 

She was arrested in 

1981, sentenced to five 

years imprisonment, 

and hanged in the summer of 1988 at age 31. 

She spent more than two years in solitary 

confinement in Gohardasht prison. Authorities 

did not release her after her sentence. 

 

 

Hamzeh Shalalvand, 

39, killed 1988          Mr 

Shalalvand, member of 

MKO, was arrested in 

1981. He was executed 

after 7 years of 

imprisonment. His 

mother  is still looking 

for his grave. 

 

 

Qorban Ali Shokri, 

39, killed 1988 

Mr Shokri, a member 

of the Union of 

Communists. He was 

arrested in August 

1985, along with his 

wife and son, who 

remained in 

prison for more than 

four years. He was 

hanged during the 

mass execution of political prisoners in August 

1988. Years later, when his death certificate was 

given to his family members, it stated “natural 

death” as the cause and August 1988 as the date 

of death.  

 

 

 

 

Anusheh Taheri, 30, 

killed 1988 
He was arrested on  

27 April 1983, tried, 

and condemned to eight 

years imprisonment. 

Mr Taheri was hanged 

in September 1988. 

 

 

 

 

 

MaryamGolzadeh 

Ghafuri, 29, killed1988 

A mathematics student at 

Tehran University and 

was a sympathizer of the 

MKO. She was arrested 

in 1982. Her husband, 

Mr Ali Reza Haj Samadi, 

was also executed that 

summer. Two of her 

brothers, Mohammad Sadeq and Mohammad 

Kazem, were executed in 1981. On 26 July 

1988, she was the first prisoner whose name was 

called. She left the cell and never returned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* The drawing is by a prisoner at Evin prison, section 

209 from the book Memories from Prison, by 

Sudabeh Ardavan.  All cases except for Hamid 

Montazeri and Hamzeh Shalalvand are from The 

massacre of  political prisoners in Iran1988 by 

Geoffrey Robertson QC 
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