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By Soheila Nikpour 

 

Iran says Obama Welcomes Moral Decay by 

Applauding Supreme Court's Decision in 

Support of LGBT  

 

On June 26, 2013, the United States 

Supreme Court issued two important rulings, 

and both were in favor of same-sex marriage. 

Both rulings affirm rights of LGBT people to 

full equality before the law. Many in the U.S. 

and around the world believe many more states 

will follow in legalizing same-sex marriage; 

couples legally married in states that recognize 

same-sex marriages can no longer be denied the 

1100-plus marital benefits and obligations 

mandated by the federal government. 

However, international implications of 

this ruling and its future weight in influencing 

U.S. foreign and human rights policies are too 

early to predict. In Asia and the Middle East, 

where homosexuality is criminalized through 

national penal codes, the struggle for LGBT 

rights is decades away from marriage equality. 

Here the struggles are much more basic. In these 

two regions LGBT people are routinely 

discriminated: they face arbitrarily arrest and 

torture, false imprisonment, job termination, are 

refused housing, expelled from university, and 

many are forced into exile for who they are and 

whom they love.  

Some countries like Iran, under the 

ideological theocracy of its Islamic Republic, 

have a much more creative way of marginalizing 

its LGBT community. In Iran, the government is 

happy to pay for sex-change operation to 

technically make sure there are no gay people in  

Iran. News of the U.S. marriage equality was 

announced by one website as Obama being in  

favor of moral decay by hailing the Supreme 

Court’s decision. The Islamic Republic is  
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infamous for its documented abusive record, and 

for promoting an atmosphere of terror against 

the LGBT community in Iran. Authorities have 

declared any notion of gay rights and gay 

movement as being Westernized ideas, and 

alleging that LGBT rights are contradictory to 

national historic and cultural moralities. The 

Islamic Republic does not guarantee full and 

equal treatment for LGBT relationships under 

the law. In a 2012, an influential cleric and an 

Islamic scholar from holy city of Qom, referred 

to homosexuals as inferior to dogs and pigs. In 

Islam both dogs and pigs are unclean and invoke 

filthiness and repulsion.  

In Iran, homosexuality is punishable by 

death, and there are documented cases of public 

executions of Iranian LGBT. Islamic Republic’s 

on LGBT is best described by its official, 

Mohammad Javad Larijani, secretary general of 

Iran's high council for human rights, who 

commented: "In our society, homosexuality is 

regarded as an illness and malady." This is 

despite the fact that homosexuality, as a 

classification of diseases, was de-listed by the 

World Health Organization in 1990.  

The regime in Iran would feel these 

types of Western laws are aberrations being 

pushed on Muslims. And the regime will justify 

using force to crack down harder on social 

gatherings, free speech, and assembly of the 

Iranian LGBT. Once again the LGBT finds itself 

in the middle of ideological war between the 

East and the West. Islamic regime never ceases 

to use human progress for its own digressive 

inhumane treatments. 

 

http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2008/02/25/want_the_government_to_pay_for_your_sex_change_go_to_iran
http://blog.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2008/02/25/want_the_government_to_pay_for_your_sex_change_go_to_iran
http://www.hrw.org/news/2010/12/15/iran-discrimination-and-violence-against-sexual-minorities
http://direland.typepad.com/direland/2005/09/theyll_kill_me_.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/iranian-homosexuals-speak-out/1145592.html
http://www.iranfocus.com/en/?option=com_content&task=view&id=3443
http://www.iranfocus.com/en/?option=com_content&task=view&id=3443
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/14/iran-gay-men-executed-hanging_n_1515207.html
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Hanging of Mahmoud Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni 

 

By Shadi Paveh 

 

On July 19, 2005 many were gathered at 

the Edalat square in the Iranian Holy city of 

Mashhad.  As the beautiful morning sun 

gleamed, Mahmoud Asgari, 16, and Ayaz 

Marhoni, 18, were blindfolded and hanged 

publically by two hooded men. The accused had 

been given 228 lashes before their execution for 

drinking alcohol, disturbing the peace and, theft. 

It appeared that death was not enough of a 

punishment for their anti-Islamic behavior.  

They had been charged for raping a 13 year old 

boy and had been tortured until they confessed. 

But, according to many human rights 

organizations they were hanged for consensual 

homosexual acts.  Since the executions, there 

has been much international debate whether the 

boys were actually guilty of rape or if this 

charge was simply a cover story by the Iranian 

regime in order to undermine public sympathy 

for the youths who were actually being hanged 

for being gay. 

 In order to understand why many find 

the charges of rape questionable one must have 

an overview of the justice system under the 

Islamic Republic. Under the present regime in 

Iran, imprisonment and execution trials are 

usually held secretly. These proceedings usually 

last only minutes and performed solely for the 

sake of appearance. Prisoners are rarely formally 

charged or given access to a lawyer. Therefore, 

each and every sentence passed by the Iranian 

judiciary system is illegal under international 

law. The majority of executions are based on the 

charge of “Moharab” or “enmity of God” and 

“Corruption on earth”. For example, if a 

teenager was in possession of an article written 

by a banned opposition party, he/she will be 

executed on charges of Moharab after days 

maybe months of being subjected to the harshest 

antiquated torture methods in order to extract a 

confession. Torture is used routinely in order to 

extract the desired, dictated confession so that 

the executions appear justified. The Iranian 

government routinely insists that the executed 

individuals are “drug smugglers”, “rapists” or 

“apostates”, which are punishable by death 

under Islamic Law. All the executed victims of 

Iran, whether their death was decades ago or last 

week, have one thing in common: one day they 

were arbitrarily deprived of their lives and their 

most basic human rights. They were all sent to 

the gallows based on Islamic seventh century 

laws. 

In this particular case, whether the boys 

were guilty of any crime is not certain. What is 

certain is that the youths were born in a country 

that believes in retribution instead of 

rehabilitation.  One issue that no one debates 

regarding these two executions is that Mahmoud 

Asgari and Ayaz Marhoni did not deserve to die 

no matter what their crime. And that 

their executions were violation of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child and 

the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (Iran is a signatory to both), which 

prohibit the execution of minors.  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_Convention_on_the_Rights_of_the_Child
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_Convention_on_the_Rights_of_the_Child
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Covenant_on_Civil_and_Political_Rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Covenant_on_Civil_and_Political_Rights

