
By Shiva Mahbobi

Do you remember this picture? It is the picture of 
Neda Aghasoltan, a 27-year-old Philosophy 
student who was shot dead during the protests 
against the Islamic regime and its presidential 
election, which was more of a sham than an 
election, on 20 June 2009. Neda’s picture was 
broadcasted around the world and has become a 
symbol of the fight for freedom in Iran. During the 
protests, it is estimated that the regime arrested 
around 5000 people, some of whom are still in 
prison. This is not the first time the regime has 
attacked protesters and arrested thousands of 
them. The mass arrest on that day was not just of 
protesters but also included bystanders.

In the summer of 1988, in only a few weeks, more 
than 5000 political prisoners were executed and 
most of their families were never informed of their 
burial sites. This horrific event, the killing of Neda 
Aghasoltan and the mass arrests of thousands of 
people during the presidential election are not the 
only crimes on the long list of the Islamic regime’s 
atrocities in Iran.

Seven years earlier, on 20 June 1981, the regime 
started arresting anyone who showed the slightest 
opposition to them; students, poets, artists, writers, 
teachers, no one was safe. Thousands of activists 
and protesters were arrested, subjected to physical 
and psychological torture, hundreds were raped 
and thousands were executed. Because the 
opposition cleansing was carried out in secret by 
the Islamic regime and bodies of the executed 
political prisoners were buried in different, unknown 
and unmarked mass burial sites it is not possible to 
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obtain exact numbers of people who have been 
arrested and executed by the regime in Iran but it is 
believed that around 300-500 people were executed 
every day; some for merely reading opposition 
handouts.  Some estimate that between 1981 and 
1988 a total of 20,000 innocent men and women were 
executed by the current regime. There is evidence that 
children as young as 11 and 12 were arrested along 
with their parents and placed in solitary confinement. 
Many of these children witnessed the torture of their 
parents.

The list of the crime committed by the Islamic regime 
in Iran during the last 34 years is very long. We would 
like to highlight 20 June 2009 and 20 June 1988, 
because it was around these two days that the regime 
arrested people in the highest scale. Two generations 
of freedom loving men and women were killed and 
suppressed in the most brutal possible way by the 
Islamic regime in Iran. Sadly, you do not hear or read 
about these crimes in the news now, but this does not 
mean that they are part of past events. These are still 
happening today. Currently, there are tens of 
thousands of political prisoners held in different 
prisons throughout Iran without any charges or trial, 
and there are many children who have been kept in 
solitary confinement with their mothers for a very long 
time. Flogging, electric shock, rape, mock execution 
and being kept in a solitary confinements are only 
some examples of the daily torture in prisons across 
Iran.

In order to highlight the situation of these prisoners 
and to expose 34 years of crime against humanity 
committed by the Islamic regime in Iran, Campaign to 
Free Political Prisoners in Iran (CFPPI), has declared 
20 June as The International Day in Support of 
Political Prisoners in Iran. Numerous demonstrations 
were held around the world in 2010, 2011 and 2012 to 
mark this day.

This year, CFPPI has dedicated 20 June to the 
children of political prisoners. Thousands of children 
have been spent their childhood deprived of their 
parents who are still in prison. Hundreds of children 
have spent some part of their childhood in prison, with 
their parents, which have had tremendous 
psychological effects on their development. These 
children are invisible prisoners who have no voice. 

YOU CAN BE THEIR VOICE. Join us on 20 June 2013 
and be the voice of these children.  We can all 
together build a strong international solidarity with 
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people in Iran to put pressure on the regime to free 
all political prisoners.

Taraneh Musavi and Amir Javadifar

By Shadi Paveh

Following the re-election of Iranian President 
Ahmadinejad in 2009, it is estimated that three 
million  protesters  poured into the streets to 
challenge the election results. 

The police force, known as the Basij, descended on 
the crowd with unimaginable brutality unrivaled in 
the past.  Protesters  were beaten, shot, mutilated 
and some were run over by vans. Many were killed 
and thousands were arrested and taken prison as 
political prisoners.   Those arrested were to meet 
inconceivable fates of torture.   Among those 
arrested were Amir Javadifar, 24, and Taraneh 
Musavi, 28. Both died in custody. 

Taraneh Musavi, 28, 
was arrested on the 
s t r e e t d u r i n g t h e 
demonst ra t ions o f 
2009.Her friends have 
attested to the fact 
t h a t s h e w a s n o t 
participating in the 
p r o t e s t s b u t w a s 
merely in the  vicinity 
attending a beauty 
class. She was taken 
to Evin and witnesses 
who saw her in the 
holding area of Evin 
s a y t h a t s h e 

was  immediately  separated from the other 
detainees by the head  interrogator in charge. The 
reason for this is unknown but it is widely believed 
that due to her beauty she may have caught the eye 
of her interrogator. Her mother was telephoned and 
was told that "there had been an accident and that 
her daughter's "womb had been torn". The family 
was told to look for their daughter at the hospital 
but no one had any records of Miss Musavi there. 
She was never seen again and is believed that she 
died in custody. According to a few sources, she 
was raped with such brutality that her uterus, 
genitals and rectum were torn. Her father suffered a 
fatal heart attack after learning of his daughter’s 
fate. The family was threatened and were told to 
keep the circumstances of her death secret and 
strongly advised not to hold a memorial. Miss 
Musavi was their only child. Vicious rape of both 
men and women was a widespread method of 
torture during the wave of 2009 arrests.

Amir Javadifar, 24, was 
arrested on the street 
during the protests of 
2009. After his arrest  
during which he was 
badly beaten on the 
street by  at least 6-10 
Basij police as witnessed 
by on lookers ;   Mr. 
Javadifar was transferred 
to the now infamous 
Kahrizak prison, where 
reportedly he died of his 
injuries within 5 days. 
According to interviews 
conducted by The Boroumand Foundation with a 
cellmate of Mr. Javadifar, he was, upon arrival, in grave 
condition with a broken jaw and a grossly infected 
eye. According to witnesses, he was then sadistically 
beaten by the guards and because of injuries, he was 
too weak to keep up with the other prisoners.  

In an interview with Radio Farda, a friend of Mr. 
Javadifar described the condition of the body of his 
friend as he viewed it at the Kahrizak morgue (a very 
rare incident as bodies of prisoners are hastily buried 
and rarely returned to the family for burial). He stated 
that the head was shaved and fractured, all the 
toenails had been pulled out, one eye appeared 
crushed and his jaw and many teeth were broken. It 
must be stated that Mr. Javadifar sustained his fatal 
injuries in Kahrizak; a concentration camp style, 
beastly and inhumane dungeon of horrors dedicated 
to torture of political dissidents. Cells are mostly 
underground without running water or toilets, where 
over one hundred prisoners were packed into one cell 
for days at a time in unbearable heat and without 
water. Many men barely survived the starvation, 
scorching heat and the daily beatings before being 
transferred to Evin, which in comparison appeared 
humane.  Kharizak was closed later in 2009 due to 
international outcry. It is alleged that it later re-opened 
under a new name, Soroush III. No further information 
is currently available as to whether this facility is still 
active.

Iran – human rights abuses, what can be done?
 
By Andrew Wallis

On 20 June Iranians mark the day when in 1981, 
Ayotallah Khomeini massacred thousands of people, 
following a demonstration the day before against the 
Islamic Regime. June was also the day that Neda 
Aghasoltan, a bystander in a demonstration against 
the thought to be fraudulent elections of 2009 was 
killed by one of the organs of state security.

Myself, I became interested and involved in the 
situation in Iran in 2010. I was sent a Facebook post 
about Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani. She was 
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condemned to be stoned to death for alleged 
adultery. She was something of a cause célèbre.  
Another case was that of Zahra Bahrami, an Iranian 
exile granted   with Dutch citizenship who was 
arrested while in Iran to visit family. She was jailed 
for a year for taking part in the anti-government 
demonstrations and later convicted for drug 
smuggling. Many believe that her real ‘crime’ was to 
change her nationality. She was executed on 29 
January 2011.

So why me, why am I interested in Iran rather than 
anywhere else? After all, there is so much injustice 
in the World, so many human rights abuses all of 
which deserves to be addressed. I find it hard to 
answer this question. I think it just happened.
I have known Iranians who claim that it isn’t as bad 
as all that there. Then again, it doesn’t fall to 
everybody to strive for justice, to kick against the 
system. For many, the struggle to live is enough. My 
main concern is man’s inhumanity to man, as the 
Scots poet Robert Burns put it. It is always the poor 
and oppressed who suffer. Moving men’s hearts is a 
big task. Demos, items in the news, word of mouth, 
films, television programmes; these all serve to 
highlight wrongs that need to be righted. There are 
many groups in Iranian prisons. Trade Unions, those 
implicated as being part of the previous regime 
decades ago, bloggers, film-makers, human rights 
lawyers, even dissident mullahs, many for simply 
being in the wrong place at the wrong time.

So, why human rights in Iran rather than anything 
else? These days Iran is normally spoken about in 
terms of the nuclear issue, rather than the human 
rights issues. Apart from anything else, it is far from 
certain that the aim (which in fact they deny) of 
producing nuclear weapons can be achieved.
The nuclear issue is an important one, but so are 
the human rights’ issues. People are really suffering 
under the Islamic regime. While the regime is using 
all its power to try to keep their atrocities hidden, 
we, you and I living in a free society, can help to 
expose their crimes. 

In 2013, in the 2nd decade of the 21st century, in 
multicultural London, the most truly international 
city there is, we do not notice nationalities so much. 
These days Londoners are those who live in 
London no matter from where they originate. 
Iranians living in London are just as much 
Londoners as anyone else.

I have taken part in various activities with Iranian 
exiles including 20 June demos. Most, but not all, 
of the other participants were Iranians, most if not 
all were secular Iranians. They are striving to do 
away with the Islamic regime and replace it with a 
secular democracy. They are united by a love of 
freedom. At no time when with them, did I feel non-
Iranian or saw them as non-British. 

I like to think that nobody felt that I was any different 
from any of them. I like to think that what mattered 
were our shared views and ideas, not our surnames or 
nationalities. 

On June 20 2011, it was raining as the appointed hour 
approached. From a sparse gathering, several 
hundred people appeared. They were calling inter alia 
for the closure of the Iranian embassy. They were 
chanting ‘Bye bye Khamenei’, ‘close the embassy’ and 
‘people united will never be defeated’. There was 
genuine and great passion. 

People frequently ask me what campaigning, and 
demonstrating in particular, does? The effect of demos 
and petitions may be limited. They may not change 
the World as fast as we would like it to. But changes 
do happen. There certainly are signs that regimes, 
even the one in Iranian, do take some notice of the 
media attention demonstrations get. There have been 
a few cases of them moderating their brutality, as in 
the case of actress Marzieh Vafamehr who was 
sentenced to 90 lashes for her role in the film My 
Tehran for sale. In fact she was released, if not 
unharmed (I don’t have information on this) without 
having this particular vile punishment meted out on 
her. So far the regime has not yielded to pressure to 
release Nasrin Sotoudeh, the human rights lawyer who 
has been awarded the Sakharov prize for work in Iran 
defending political prisoners and others unjustly 
imprisoned. More than 66,000 people have signed a 
petition calling for her release.

We all want to change the World. With all the tragical 
news we hear daily, that task might seem simply 
impossible. But Marzieh Vafamehr is proof that our 
voices do count and that we need to continue to do 
what we can, however small, to make the World a 
better place, to help in the struggle for greater 
freedom and justice that at present exists.

Be the voice of the voiceless

Want to help but don’t have the time?
Do you have time for a click?
Then make sure to sign our Avaaz petition

Can you help us spread the word?
We can come to your organisation/work/event to give 
a talk about the current situation in Iran and what  
CFPPI is doing to help political prisoners in Iran. 
Contact us to find out more.

Email: cfppi@iranpoliticalprisoners.org
Mob: +44 (0) 757 235 6661

Upcoming events
20 June 2013 - International Day in Support of Political 
Prisoners in Iran. Read more about it here
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