
The Iranian regime and its Islamic laws dictates life in 
Iran. Everyone suffers from it but women most of all. 
The regime dictates what a woman can and cannot do 
and discrimination starts as a child. From the day they 
start school, girls have to cover up, wearing Hijab  or 
Islamic dress code and this must be followed strictly 
when in public. Failure to abide can have severe 
consequences such as heavy fines, punishment in 
public or even prison. The inequity continues in higher 
education. Women, regarded as second-class citizens 
under the regime’s law are banned from 77 university 
courses. If she wants to travel abroad, she need the 
permission of her male guardian. They face 
discrimination in matters relating to marriage, divorce, 
inheritance and child custody. Every single aspect of a 
woman’s life is interfered by the regime to the extent 
where her life is no longer her own. 
The above are just a few examples of how women are 
treated in Iran. Tens of  thousands of women have been 
arrested, kidnapped or raped merely for not obeying the 
Islamic dress code during the last 34 years since the 
Islamic regime took power in 1979. Currently there is a 
large number of female political prisoners
Yet, despite all the suppression, there are many 
courageous women fighting daily against this brutal 
system.  A fight for rights to live a life of equality, choices 
and freedom. A life worth living.  
In this edition, we highlight cases of two women unjustly 
picked on by the government in Iran. 

I n 2 0 0 6 , S a k i n e h 
Mohammadi Ashtiani was 
put in prison condemned to 
stoning to death for adultery. 
She is accused of killing her 
abusive husband. She was 
shown on TV “confessing”. 
Such  “confess ions” a re 

known to be extracted under torture. Sakineh has been 
given 90 lashes for her supposed crimes. Her 
punishment of stoning to death was ‘commuted’ to 
death by hanging following international pressure. Many 
of these hangings are carried out in public to impose 
more fear in to people.
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Sakineh is currently held in Tabriz prison; alive but still on 
death row.  She is under constant observation, is 
completely isolated from other prisoners and rarely allowed 
to see her children.  Her psychological condition is 
deteriorating fast.

Nasrin Sotoudeh, a lawyer, 
member of Defenders of Human 
Rights, women’s and children’s 
rights advocate, recipient of the 
United Nations Award in Human 
Rights, and defence lawyer for 
many polit ical prisoners and 
teenagers sentenced to execution.  
In 2012, she was awarded the 
Sakharov prize for freedom of 
thought. She was arrested in 
September 2010 on charges of 
“propaganda against the state and 

conspiring to disturb order”. She was placed in solitary 
confinement in the notorious Evin prison. She was 
sentenced to 11 years in prison, barred from practicing law 
and from leaving the country for 20 years. The prison 
sentence was later reduced to 6 years and the ban on 
working as a lawyer to 10 years.   Her daughter has been 
subjected to threats and been prevented from travelling 
abroad.
So far more than 100,000 people have signed a petition 
calling for her release.

Be the voice of the voiceless

Want to help but don’t have the time?
Do you have time for a click?
Then make sure to sign our Avaaz petition

You got time for more?
Would you like CFPPI to come to your organisation/work/
event to give a talk? Contact us to find out more.

Email: cfppi@iranpoliticalprisoners.org
Mob: +44 (0) 757 235 6661

Upcoming events

20 June 2013 - International Day in Support of Political 
Prisoners in Iran Read more here about last year’s event
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www.iranpoliticalprisoners.com

Join us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
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