
The Islamic Republic of Iran, which presently  holds 
the second highest total execution rate in the world 
next to China, and the highest execution rate of its 
political dissidents, has long been practicing the 
cruel method of silently  executing its political 
opponents in order to evade the international 
outcry. Purposely  withholding urgently  needed 
medical care from political prisoners has 
commonly  been used by the Islamic Republic as a 
form of torture for both the prisoners and their 
families. On extremely  rare occasions where 
medical intervention is granted, the prisoner is 
subjected to humiliating physical abuse and/or 
torture in exchange for even asking for treatment. 
According to reports received by CFPPI directly 
the authorities have intensified this practice in the 
last few years. As a result many  prisoners do not 
seek medical care as the abuse following their 
return from the hospital is even more unbearable 
than their original medical condition. These reports 
also include the extension of abuse to the families 
of the prisoners in various methods.
The Islamic Republic is well known for extracting 
forced confessions by  using unspeakable torture 
methods which usually  result in serious medical 
complications such as systemic infections, brain 
haemorrhages, skull fractures, broken ribs and 
even paralysis. Prisoners are also strictly  denied 
medication for pre-existing conditions such as 
hypertension or diabetes. Presently, the most 
notorious is section 12 of Rajai-Shahr prison 
located in the town of Gohardasht, 20 km west of 
Tehran which is overcrowded with political 
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prisoners in grave medical condition who are in need 
of immediate medical attention. Mr. Amir Hossein 
Heshmat Saran, a 49-year-old prisoner died due to of 
lack of medical attention in March 2009. Mr. Mohsen 
Dokmechi, who suffered from terminal cancer, also 
lost his life in the same prison in March 2012 after 3 
months of tremendous pain. Mr. Mansoor Rodpour 
who suffered from kidney  and heart problems along 
with diabetes died in May   2012. These are only 
some of the names on a list which continues to grow 
at a rapid pace.
This treatment extends to the infamous Evin prison  
in Tehran and all other prisons across Iran.

On 7 April, World Health Day, remember the 
thousands of political prisoners who are deprived of 
receiving basic medical attention and kept in the 
worst possible condition.

Loghman and Zanyar Moradi, two cousins, were 
arrested on August 2, 2009. They  were sentenced to 
death on December 22, 2010 by Branch 15 of 
Tehran’s Revolutionary  Court and Judge Salevati on 
charges of ‘enmity to God’ and ‘Corruptors on Earth’.  
A trip by  Zanyar to Iraq to visit his father was linked, 
without evidence, to the murder of a senior clergy’s 
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son and the British Intelligence Agency. According 
to a letter written by the cousins on February  7, 
2012 from Rajai-Shahr Prison they  only  confessed 
to the murder due to repeated physical, 
psychological and sexual torture. In this letter, the 
cousins simply  ask for a fair trial, but since they  are 
denied lawyers or a jury, it becomes impossible. 
During their imprisonment they  have sustained 
serious injuries as the direct result of torture. In the 
latest letter dated Feburary  17, 2013 Zaniar wrote 
that he is now  paralyzed and is being refused 
medicine or medical treatment. He states that he is 
told by  officials that being paralysed is not an issue 
since he is going to be executed.
They  are both sentenced to be hanged at anytime, 
most likely from a crane to ensure the slowest and 
most painful suffocation. It is worth noting that the 
senior clergy  whose son was murdered told the 
Iranian newspaper, Ettelaat, “the murder was 
strange and the cause unknown.”

Mohamad-Reza Pourshajari, a writer who 
blogged about the 
situation inside Iran 
u n d e r t h e a l i a s 
Siamak Mehr, was 
arrested at his home 
on September 12, 
2010 and taken Rajai-
Shahr prison. There 
he was subjected to 
the most brutal torture 

methods for 7 months. He was sentenced to 4 
years in prison for ‘insulting the Supreme Leader’, 
‘acting against national security’ and ‘insulting 
Islam’. He later tried to commit suicide using 
broken lenses of his spectacles. According to a 
letter by  Mr. Pourshajari’s daughter, dated 

Febraruy  18, 2013 her father suffered a heart attack 
in prison and has been denied medical intervention. 
The letter also states that three prison  doctors urged 
prison officials to transfer Mr. Pourshajari to a city 
hospital or sudden death may  occur due to the 
ongoing tightening of the prisoner’s arteries. The 
request of the doctors, who also signed a decree 
deeming the denial of medical care ” criminal”, has 
been largely  ignored to date. Mr. Pourshajari’s 
daughter warns that if her father dies in prison it will 
be solely  due to refusal of the medical care he so 
despereatly needs.

Be the voice of the voiceless

Want to help but don’t have the time?
Do you have time for a click?
Then make sure to sign our Avaaz petition

Can you help us spread the word?
We can come to your organisation/work/event to give 
a talk about the current situation in Iran and what  
CFPPI is doing to help political prisoners in Iran. 
Contact us to find out more.

Email: cfppi@iranpoliticalprisoners.org
Mob: +44 (0) 757 235 6661

Upcoming events

20 June 2013 - International Day in Support of 
Political Prisoners in Iran. Read more about it here.

This edition’s writer: Shadi Paveh
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