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Silent death a new scheme 

 

By:Saeed Parto 

  

Once again the Islamic regime, its nuclear 

energy and Rouhani were in the news around the 

world. Once again US, UK, France, China, 

Russia, and Germany tried to inject fictitious 

US, UK, France with Iran and though that, tried 

hard to portray Rouhani as the agent of change 

in Iran. Once again, Western countries have 

decided to intentionally close their eyes to the 

obvious and serious human rights abuses in Iran, 

before and now during Rouhani's reign. David 

Cameron, the Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom, criticizes the Sri Lankan government 

for carrying out human rights abuses, but at the 

same time, he calls Rouhani and hopes for 

improvement in the relationship between the UK 

and Iran. Violation of human rights in Iran and 

execution of hundreds of political prisoners has 

to wait before being recognized, if ever, by the 

heads of states in Europe and America.  

In the backdrop of all these, the Islamic regime, 

with the aim of averting the international 

attentions from execution of political prisoners, 

is silently killing these prisoners by depriving 

them from urgently needed medical attention. 

This is no secret and the Campaign to Free 

Political prisoners in Iran (CFPPI) has been 

campaigning endlessly to save these political 

prisoners and has exposed Rouhani for this 

scheme. We shouldn't let the nuclear 

negotiations cast a shadow over the seriousness 

of this crime and the lack of freedom of any 

forms of expression in Iran.  

 

This calls for an action in the wider international 

community, and it   does not mean just the 5+1 

countries, but also human rights organizations 

who fight against the execution of political 

prisoners in Iran and around the world. They  
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need to strongly condemn this despicable, 

appalling and heinous crime of silently killing 

political prisoners committed by the Islamic 

regime. The silent death is the same as execution  

and should be considered as such. There are no 

one methods of execution and the Islamic 

regime has shown many different ways of killing 

dissidents in Iran. The silent death of political 

prisoners through deprivation of medication is 

their latest scheme. This calls for everyone to 

join forces with CFPPI campaign "don't let their 

heartbeats stop" and be the voice of political 

prisoners in Iran.  

Every signature can make a difference 

 

By: Shiva Mahbobi 

As human beings, we often like to see the result 

of our endeavours immediately. This result is an 

indication of how well, or not so well, we have 

achieved our goals. A positive result motivates 

us to continue working on our goals. The 

question is how would one measures success 

when it comes to human rights activities in 

which measuring accomplishments are 

complicated on a daily basis.  

 In Iran, people have been fighting for freedom 

for more than three decades. Despite 

imprisonment, torture and executions that have 

been committed by the government in Iran, 

thousands of people have not given up their 

struggle for a free and equal living condition. 

Successful results of such activities were more 

visible when they managed to draw the attention 

of people around the world and encouraged 

different countries to show international 

solidarity. The uprising in 2009 after 
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Ahmadinejad’s election did not bring down the 

regime in Iran but managed to draw the attention 

of millions of people around the world. 

During all these years, people in in different 

countries often ask if their support, petition 

signing and participation in demonstrations can 

help to bring changes in Iran. Our answer has 

always been, yes, even one signature can make a 

difference. One might only see his/her own 

signature on the CFPPI petition, but if we put 

together all the signatures and support letters and 

add them to demonstrations, meetings and 

seminars, then we will see a large and influential 

picture of the solidarity. This is a picture that 

represents the success of a campaign. An 

international solidarity is translated through a 

petition which consists of the signatures of all of 

us, no matter where we are. Together, we can 

make a difference because humanity has no 

borders. 

The support and international solidarity we have 

received in the past have enabled us to force the 

government in Iran  to retreat and overturn the 

execution sentences of several political prisoners 

including Hamid Ghassemi-Shall, an Iranian-

Canadian who was released recently, and 

Zeynab Jalalian whose case is also included in 

this issue.. The international solidarity with 

people in Iran has so far been decisive in forcing 

the regime in Iran to delay or withdraw 

execution sentences and stoning sentences such 

as that of Sakineh Ashtiani. 

 We hear and read about the imprisonment, 

torture and execution of people in Iran very 

often and, because of that, it might sometimes 

seem difficult to pinpoint the result of the 

support we received but it is there and it has 

been effective. The fact that CFPPI continuously 

receives phone calls, news and letters directly 

from prisoners in Iran proves that the support 

has been effective and reaches inside the borders 

of Iran. We publish the news on our Facebook 

page and twitter and this enables the messages 

from prisoners reach far beyond the borders of 

Iran and attract a wide range of international 

support. The fact that the prisoners dare to send 

a letter from prison is the indication of the result 

of successful three decades of fighting against 

oppression in Iran . This is the result of 

international solidarity.   

Every news about human rights abuses in Iran 

that we all read and share on our Facebook, 

twitter, blog, newspaper, books and etc., every 

petition we sign, every protest and gathering we 

attend, every protest letter we write to different 

governments makes a big difference. All these 

activities strengthen and keep alive the 

momentum of the fight for freedom in Iran. 

They extend the support for people’s struggle in 

Iran and make us one step closer to victory. So 

when you see a petition in support of political 

prisoners in Iran and against their execution, 

please do not walk away, sign it and extend your 

support.  

 

By:  Shadi Paveh 

Case one: Zainab 

Jalalian 

In a trial which lasted 

only minutes, without 

legal representation, 

Ms. Zainab Jalalian 

was accused of 

“waging war against 

God” and was 

sentenced to death at 

age 25. She was arrested in July of 2007 in the 

province of Kermanshah for allegedly belonging 

to a banned Kurdish opposition group. She was 

initially taken to the detention center of Ministry 

of Intelligence where she was severely tortured.  

This led to Ms. Jalalian, suffering from internal 

and intestinal bleeding. In 2010 she was 

transferred to Ward 209 of Evin prison in Tehran 

which is infamous for breaking prisoners until 

they confess. In Evin, she was told that her death 

sentence would be lifted if she agreed to a 

televised confession.  She endured and refused 

http://www.iranpoliticalprisoners.com/
http://www.facebook.com/zendani.siasi?ref=ts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamid_Ghassemi-Shall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeynab_Jalaliyan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sakineh_Mohammadi_Ashtiani


 
 

CFPPI            
www.iranpoliticalprisoners.com 
Join us on Facebook 
Follow us on Twitter 

 

the demands. She was then transferred back to 

Kermanshah facilities.  

In a letter to human rights defenders shortly after 

she was sentenced to death, Ms. Jalalian wrote 

the following:  

“…I am currently ill because of torture and I 

don’t have any lawyer to defend me. I want to tell you 

that my trial took only few minutes. The Court told me: 

‘You are an enemy of God. You must be hanged very 

soon.’ That was the sum of my entire court process. I 

asked the judge to give me permission to say good bye 

to my mother and family before my execution. He told 

me to “shut up” and rejected my request.” 

 

In an interview, she described her torture in 

detail. She said she was passed around like a 

football between numerous male guards as she 

was beaten. She was flogged on the soles of her 

feet until she was unconscious and when she 

awoke she was forced to walk on her feet and 

was then flogged some more on the soles. She 

also describes how she was threatened with rape 

by her interrogator and that when she protested 

he struck her with an iron rod which caused her 

to bleed profusely. It is believed it was that blow 

along with many repeated blows to her head that 

affected her vision and since she was 

vehemently denied medical care for her injuries, 

she is now suffering from blindness in both eyes. 

Ms. Jalalian was the subject of an international 

campaign against her execution between 2009 

and 2010. As a result, her death sentence was 

commuted to life in prison. Ms. Zainab Jalalian 

is 31 years old.  

Case two: Mansur 

Arvand 

He was arrested in June 

of 2011 and was 

sentenced to death in 

July 2012 on the charge 

of “enmity to God” 

through his collaboration with a Kurdish 

opposition party.  

Mansur was tortured so severely that most of his 

teeth were damaged and his brother told 

HRANA in an interview that most of Mansur’s 

toe nails were pulled out during his 

interrogations. Furthermore, Mr. Arvand is 

suffering from kidney infections due to the 

repeated beatings he has received in order to 

sign a confession.  

The authorities are purposely withholding 

medical care as yet another form of torture. In an 

interview with CFPPI, Mansur’s brother stated 

that his brother was flogged 70-80 times on his 

back and stomach and that the torture sessions 

lasted 7-8 hours. The authorities also installed a 

noise device in Mr. Arvand’s cell in order to 

prevent him from sleeping.  

Mr. Mansur Arvand is kept in Ward 12 of 

Orumieyeh central prison. Not only is he in 

imminent danger of being executed at any time; 

he is also suffering from lack of medical 

attention while still being tortured for the reason 

of “waging war on God”.  

 

Case three: Saeed Abedini 

He is a former Muslim 

who converted to 

Christianity in early 2000. 

He became a US citizen in 

2010 after he married his 

American wife and was 

ordained as a Minister in 

2008.  He was arrested in the summer of 2012 

when he had travelled to Iran in order to build an 

orphanage in the city of Rasht.  He was put 

under house arrest and was later transferred to 

Evin in September 2012. He was sentenced to 

eight years in prison by the notorious Judge Pir-

Abbasi on charges of “undermining national 
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security and the Iranian government by creating 

a network of Christian house churches and 

attempting to sway Iranian youth away from 

Islam”.  

It is well known that Mr. Abedini has been 

extensively tortured while in Evin.  As a result 

he is suffering from internal bleeding and 

fainting spells. Reportedly, the beatings and 

attacks have recently increased without any 

consideration for his weakened health.  

In a letter written to his wife in January 2013 he 

stated:  

“This is the process in my life today: one day I 

am told I will be freed and allowed to see my 

kids on Christmas (which was a lie) and the next 

day I am told I will be hanged for my faith in 

Jesus….One day there are intense pains after 

beatings in interrogations, the next day they are 

nice to you and offer you candy.”  

The US government has failed to free Saeed 

Abedini despite of public outcry. In a recent 

interview, his family stated that they are 

"devastated" that the Obama administration 

failed to secure Abedini's release during recent 

negotiation talks with Iran.  

Mr. Abedini was abruptly transferred to a more 

dangerous prison called Rajai Shahr in early 

November 2013. This facility is known for its 

silent executions, as dubbed by activists, which 

is killing the prisoners by withholding urgent 

medical care.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be the voice of the voiceless 

 

Want to help but don’t have the time? 

Do you have time for a click? 

Then make sure to sign our Avaaz petition 

 

Can you help us spread the word? 

 

We can come to your organisation/work/event to 

give a talk about the current situation in Iran and 

what  CFPPI is doing to help political prisoners 

in Iran. Contact us to find out more. 

 

Email: freepoliticalprisoners@gmail.com 

Mob: +44 (0) 757 235 6661 

 

Support out new campaign:  

“Don’t let their heartbeats stop!”, campaign to 

support political prisoners in Iran deprived of 

medical attention.   

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0De8W9Zta

Wc 

 

Please sign a petition in the support of political 

prisoners: 

 http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/don-t-

let-their-heartbeats-stop 
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